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Hello and welcome to term 4! 
I hope you had a wonderful half term and 
am looking forward to the new term. Fingers crossed, Spring is just 
around the corner now, and it is also frightening how quickly the year 
is going as we now begin working the second half of the children’s 
time in Year 5. 

Maths 
We continue to develop the children’s understanding of maths 
and are now moving thought the exploration of fractions to include 
decimals and percentages… a joy for some! This maths module 
is quite a long one, as it takes a little while for the children to 
fully understand the connections between all three. Throughout 
the module, children will begin by working on fluency questions, before gaining  
greater understanding by digesting and solving reasoning style problems.   

Literacy 
 Literacy has three focuses this term, in the form of an adventure narrative, a balanced argument 
and a personal recount. As always, we are linking literacy to our Connections, which is to do 
with Brazil and its colonization. The adventure narrative has strong links with our class reader 
‘The Journey’, which is about a group of children who crash in the Brazilian Rain Forest, the 
second genre is a balanced view about countries hosting the Olympic games and finally a 
recount on a carnival in Brazil. 

Connections 
Continuing the theme of looking at how colonization 

affects countries, we will be looking at Brazil. 

We will explore the history and geography of South 
America and Brazil, including important landmarks, the 

Incas and their class system, along with a timeline, 
plotting the key events of Brazil’s colonization. This 

concludes with Design and Technology lessons, where 
children will design, make and then evaluate a 

carnival costume.  

 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PE 
PE sessions have not changed so will continue to be on 
Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning. As before, we ask 
that children come to school in their school PE kit, 
in-line with school uniform. As much as possible we are 
hoping (weather permitting) to conduct the lessons outside on 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
We will also be planning to walk the daily mile during afternoons on a regular basis. 
 
 

Homework  
These requirements are the same as last half term and will be posted on the Year 5 Teams as 
well as printed out. 

With reading, the expectation from school remains the same: read at least four times a week. 
The children are to continue to write a short paragraph/synopsis, in their reading diary, to re-tell 
what they have read. This unfortunately, is still not being done as a regular action by some. 
There is a white box in the diary, under the appropriate day of the week, they are to use. Please 
ask the children to write quite small in the box. Diaries will then be checked on Fridays, and if 
they have excelled, ‘Reading star’ and pencils can be won.  

Vocabulary and spelling are a major focus for Y5. With this in mind, ten new words will need 
to be learnt each week, along with their meanings please, and as before there will be a test on 
Fridays. 

The Friday ‘Times Table Challenge’ is going well, with everyone beating their own scores on a 
regular basis, so we will continue this along with recapping previous learning from our maths 
lessons. 

 

 Science 
This term we have a different focus for science, 
which is ‘Living things and their habitat’. The children 
will look at different life cycles and how they differ, 
these include: humans, insects, amphibians and 
plants. We look at the differences of each group 
and compare them, analysing the advantages and 
disadvantages of their approach to maintain the species. 


